
EN2328               Grade 10 Essential College Preparatory English – 2012-2013
Mr. O’Connor

Course Description and Expectations
1. Course Description

Essential College Preparatory English is a course designed for the student whose growth as a reader and 
writer will benefit from more focused training in reading strategies and more guided writing practice in the 
classroom, with the goal of increasing independence, skill, and success. In many ways, it is just like all other
tenth-grade English classes: the works of literature we read, which include Elie Wiesel’s Night, William 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games, will ask you to address a complex and
difficult question: What does it mean to do the right thing? As we navigate these texts, we’ll practice specific
techniques that will help you understand and discuss what you are reading, and we’ll work to improve your 
writing skills, your grasp of grammar and mechanics, and your knowledge of vocabulary. 

2. Core Objectives - Students will be able to . . . 

 demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of literary terms and concepts, and apply these 
concepts in discussions and writing.

 identify, understand, and extract key points from a text, employing reading strategies to deal with 
areas of uncertainty and ambiguity.

 use graphic organizers, outlines, and other aides to prioritize ideas and organize an effective 
argument.

 compose essays with an original and interesting thesis, strong supporting evidence, and a clear 
structure.

 understand and properly apply rules of comma and colon usage.

 recognize and correct ambiguous or unclear pronounce references and subject-verb agreement 
errors.

 regularly and respectfully participate in class discussions by offering one’s insights and building off of
peers’ contributions.

 become a self-aware and active learner by recognizing one’s strengths and weaknesses, persevering 
and taking advantage of available resources when faced with difficulty, setting ambitious goals, and 
honestly assessing progress towards those goals. 

3. General Expectations

Attendance and Punctuality
Please arrive to class on time with everything you need to participate. If you must be late to class, 
bring a pass from your teacher excusing your tardiness. Regular attendance is vital to your success; 
refer to pages 28-29 of the student handbook for details on the enforced attendance policy. 

If you miss class, it is your responsibility to meet with me to arrange for make-up work. Any work 
that was due on the day of the absence is not considered make-up work and must be turned in the 
day the student returns.

Cell Phones and Electronics
Please power down all cell phones and electronic devices and place them in a pocket, purse, or bag 
when in class. 

Bathroom Breaks
Please make the effort to use the bathroom between classes. If you must use the bathroom during 
class, please wait for a suitable transition or independent activity. 

Academic Honesty and Integrity
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism undermine the value of an assignment, erode trust, and carry 
severe consequences. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the school’s policy on cheating 
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(page 76 in the student handbook), as it will be strictly enforced in this course. Any student found 
guilty of cheating will receive a zero for the assignment.

Class Cuts
As per school policy, any student who cuts a class will receive a zero for any missed work, including 
quizzes and tests.

4. Evaluation

Each term’s grade will generally be determined according to the following assignment-type values:

Participation: 10%
Homework: 10%
Classwork:         20%
Quizzes: 25%
Essays, Tests, and Projects:   35% 

Summer reading evaluation will be 10% of the first quarter’s grade. 

Participation
Your participation grade will reflect your willingness to contribute to the class during discussions, 
reviews, and group readings, but it is much more than raising your hand, answering questions, or 
speaking up. Good participation involves having a respectful and cooperative attitude, volunteering 
to read, showing respect for others’ opinions, building on your classmates’ ideas, and showing good 
character and leadership. 

Your participation grade will also reflect your attendance record—for the better or worse.  

Homework and Classwork
Expect about 20 minutes of homework per night and weekend. This is an opportunity to practice the 
reading strategies and writing skills we’ll work on in class. Completeness, care, and effort count 
towards a good homework grade. If you’re answering questions, write your answers in complete 
sentences with proper punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.

Homework must be completed on time, and that means by the beginning of the class period on the 
day it is due. Since homework is designed to have you practice skills or prepare for the day’s 
activities, late homework won’t be accepted for credit. 

Classwork
Small day-to-day activities—such as worksheets, journaling, vocabulary work, writing prompts, and 
test preparation—will be collected and graded as classwork. As with homework, I’ll look for 
completeness, care, and effort. 

Quizzes
Quizzes will cover a wide range of topics, though they’ll usually focus on vocabulary or the literature 
we are reading in class. Quizzes will usually be announced ahead of time, but I reserve the right to 
give a “pop” quiz if I suspect the class isn’t keeping up on the reading. 

Essays, Tests, and Projects
Some of the writing that we do in class will be quite short and counted for participation or classwork.
Longer writing assignments—especially those that are reviewed, revised, and checked over—will be 
considered part of the term’s essay grade.

2



5. Books 
Textbook:
Prentice Hall Literature: Platinum, Prentice Hall, 1989.
 
Vocabulary: 
Vocabulary Workshop, Level D. Sadlier-Oxford, 2002. 

Novels: 
Night by Elie Wiesel
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

Poetry and Drama:
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

6. Materials

 A folder and paper will be provided for you.

 Come prepared with reliable pens (blue or black) and pencils. 

7. Contact and Support
If you need extra help or just want a place to do homework before a sport or activity, I will be available 
in Room 111 from 2:15 -3:15 on Tuesdays and Thursdays and by appointment. 

You may also email me at oconnort@kingphilip.org. Please allow 24 hours for a response.   

I have received and read the Course Syllabus and Expectations for Grade 10 Essential College Preparatory 
English.

___________________________    ______ ____________________________         ______
Student       Date Parent Date
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