
EN2126                   Grade 10 Honors English – 2012-2013
Mr. O’Connor

Course Description and Expectations
1. Course Description

Honors Sophomore English is a rigorous course that focuses on challenging students to think critically and 
engage in deep textual analysis. The course will build on students’ existing reading comprehension and 
writing skills, and will place added emphasis on delving into the complex and difficult questions raised by 
literature. Many of the texts that we will read in class—such as Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Elie 
Wiesel’s Night, and J.D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye—deal with issues of morality, justice, equality, and 
alienation. As such, we will spend the year exploring two central questions: How can literature help us 
understand the world? and What does it mean to do the right thing? After an intensive review of 
fundamental grammar and common errors, writing instruction will focus on style and depth, and students 
will work towards composing more elaborate and intricate essays that address the central questions of the 
course, with the goal of developing a unique, powerful voice and an open, reflective perspective.

2. Core Objectives - Students will be able to . . . 

 apply a comprehensive understanding of literary terms and concepts while discussing a text.

 observe meaningful intertextual connections, and support the reading of a text with outside sources 
and historical documents.

 plan and execute essays that acknowledge and address nuance and complexity in an argument.

 integrate strong textual evidence into writing with attention to style, syntax, and readability.

 compose a research paper supported by evidence gathered from multiple sources.

 recognize and correct dangling or misplaced modifiers, ambiguous or unclear pronoun references, 
and agreement errors.

 identify and eliminate redundancies in writing, particularly tautologies and double negatives.

 participate in small-group and class discussions by offering contributions that demonstrate a close 
reading of the text.

 prepare and present well-developed, creative presentations that effectively utilize multimedia tools 
and show consideration for audience and subject matter.

3. General Expectations

Attendance and Punctuality
Please arrive to class on time with everything you need to participate. If you must be late to class, 
bring a pass from your teacher excusing your tardiness. Regular attendance is vital to your success; 
refer to pages 28-29 of the student handbook for details on the enforced attendance policy. 

If you miss class, it is your responsibility to meet with me to arrange for make-up work. Any work 
that was due on the day of the absence is not considered make-up work and must be turned in the 
day the student returns.

Cell Phones and Electronics
Please power down all cell phones and electronic devices and place them in a pocket, purse, or bag 
when in class. 

Bathroom Breaks
Please make the effort to use the bathroom between classes. If you must use the bathroom during 
class, please wait for a suitable transition or independent activity. 

Academic Honesty and Integrity
Cheating, copying, and plagiarism undermine the value of an assignment, erode trust, and carry 
severe consequences. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the school’s policy on cheating 
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(page 76 in the student handbook), as it will be strictly enforced in this course. Any student found 
guilty of cheating will receive a zero for the assignment.

Class Cuts
As per school policy, any student who cuts a class will receive a zero for any missed work, including 
quizzes and tests.

4. Evaluation

Each term’s grade will generally be determined according to the following assignment-type values:

Participation: 5%
Homework and Classwork:         10%
Quizzes: 25%
Essays, Tests, and Projects:   60% 

Summer reading evaluation will be 10% of the first quarter’s grade. 

Participation
Small day-to-day activities—such as vocabulary review, journal entries, group discussions, and 
guided reading questions—all count toward the participation category. Your participation grade will 
also reflect your attendance.

Contributing to class requires much more than speaking up and/or answering questions. Quality 
participation demonstrates respect for others, builds upon peers’ comments, provides evidence and 
examples, and generally raises the level of inquiry and insight in the classroom.

Homework and Classwork
Expect about 40 minutes of homework per night and weekend. You will generally have several days’ 
notice on upcoming assignments so that you can responsibly manage your time. Though homework 
is not always collected daily, it will be collected most days, and it will be graded for both accuracy 
and completion. 

Homework must be completed on time, and that means by the beginning of the class period on the 
day it is due. Since homework is designed to have you practice skills or prepare for the day’s 
activities, late homework won’t be accepted for credit. 

Some classroom assignments—writing prompts, worksheets, and small projects—may also be 
collected for credit.

Quizzes
Expect both announced and unannounced quizzes. “Pop” quizzes are typically based on nightly 
reading assignments, and are designed to reward students who keep up with the assigned reading. 
Announced quizzes will usually focus on vocabulary and grammar.

Essays, Tests, and Projects
Major writing assignments will have detailed assessment criteria provided in advance of the 
assignment; they will generally be graded on a combination of content, style, and grammar.

Writing is a process, and we will frequently engage in drafting, editing, and revision. Your willingness
to accept constructive criticism, explore new ideas, and rework your assignments will help you grow 
as a writer and develop a unique and strong voice. When a draft is assigned a due date, it is 
understood to mean 100% of the length of the final assignment. You will receive reduced credit for a
partial draft.

Deadlines for major papers and projects are firm. Final copies are to be brought to class in hard 
copy (unless otherwise instructed) on the day and period due. You will not be permitted to print an 
assignment at the beginning of class.  There will be a 10% deduction for each day a paper is 
late. 

2



As deadlines for major assignments are given well in advance, students are expected to turn the 
assignment in on the day it is due, even in the case of absence on the due date. It is the 
student’s responsibility to email the assignment as a Word attachment by 2:15 pm. Assignments 
that are not received by 2:15 or do not open will be considered late.

5. Books 
Textbook:
Elements of Literature, Harcourt Brace & Company, 1997.
 
Vocabulary: 
Vocabulary Workshop, Level E. Sadlier-Oxford, 2002. 

Novels: 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Night by Elie Wiesel
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

Poetry and Drama:
Antigone by Sophocles
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

6. Materials

 Since you will be provided with a great deal of supplemental handouts, readings, and activities, a 
three-ring binder is recommended for this class, along with dividers for the following sections: 
Literature/Notes, Vocabulary, and Grammar.

 Come prepared with reliable pens (blue or black) and pencils. 

 If you are unable, for any reason, to obtain the required materials, please let me know  . 

7. Contact and Support
If you need extra help or just want a place to do homework before a sport or activity, I will be available 
in Room 111 from 2:15 -3:15 on Tuesdays and Thursdays and by appointment. 

You may also email me at oconnort@kingphilip.org. Please allow 24 hours for a response.   

I have received and read the Course Syllabus and Expectations for Grade 10 Honors English.

___________________________    ______ ____________________________         ______
Student       Date Parent Date
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